476       _______________Sri Raghavendra

Raghavendran, also expressed his desire to join us for
the holy trip.

As I was in a small job then and my friend too was
working in the Palfavan Transport Corporation, it was not
possible for us to avail of long leave and so we
programmed our trip in such a way that some holidays
were combined with our weekly off. And as planned, we
left one night for Mantralaya by the Bombay Mail. We
were in Mantralaya in the forenoon of the following day
and the same evening we got the ticket for Sankalpa
seva, along with the coconut to be used for the purpose.
Our intention was to complete the seva for three days
and after Brindavana darshan in the morning of the
fourth day and the customary offering of the hastodaka,
to leave Mantralaya and catch the noon train to Tirupati
(at Mantralayam Road station).

It was my mother's desire to schedule the
programme that way and I had agreed to it.

The next morning, we got up early and after taking
bath in the Tungabhadra and wearing silk, we took the
sankalpa in the ritualistic way for doing three days' seva
and commenced it at once.

Without any hindrance we completed two days' seva
and it was only when we finished the second day's seva
that it occurred to us that the next day was an Ekadasi
day when there will be no abhisheka, archana, alankara
or naivedya to Sri Rayaru, on that day.

We had fixed our trip according to the holidays
available then and had not seen the religious aspects of
the calendar days, in between. And it dawned on us only